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FPCUG Notes for March 2023 
      Editor: Frank Fota (fotafm@gmail.com) 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (All Meetings Begin at 7:00 PM) 
Unless otherwise noted, General Meetings 
will be held at Fredericksburg VFW Post 
3103, located just south of the Route 1 
bridge over the Rappahannock River at  
2701 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401.   
General Meetings will also be live-streamed virtually using the 
Zoom video conference platform.  Workshops will be live-streamed 
virtually using the Zoom video conference platform only.  A link to 
join us via Zoom will be emailed to all before each meeting. 

-- Tues, Mar 7: FPCUG Board of Directors Meeting – Zoom virtual meeting 
 
-- Thurs, Mar 9: FPCUG Officer Election and Annual Meeting – an in-person and 
Zoom virtual meeting.  The FPCUG will hold its Annual Meeting on March 9, 2023, at  
7 PM at the Fredericksburg VFW Post 3103, 2701 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg, 
VA 22401.  The annual meeting will also be held virtually via Zoom.  Access instructions 
will be emailed to FPCUG members.  The annual meeting is being held to: nominate and 
vote for officers whose terms are expiring, approve the fiscal year budget, vote on issues 
that require the vote of all FPCUG members, highlight the accomplishments from the 
previous fiscal year, and discuss our plans for the future.  The FPCUG Board of Directors 
(BoD) is again looking for members who would consider running for office.  If you are 
interested in this opportunity or know someone who might be interested, please contact 
any member of the FPCUG Board of Directors.  One Director, one Trustee, and all of the 
Executive Officers (i.e., President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer) will be 
elected or re-elected at the Annual Meeting.  The FPCUG BoD is proposing a change to 
the bylaws that would allow it to operate with fewer members.  It is important that you 
attend this meeting in person or virtually to 1) vote for officers, 2) approve the new fiscal 
year budget, and 3) approve the changes to the bylaws.  See you at the meeting!  😊😊 
 
GENERAL MEETING RECAP 
Mr. Solomon Desalegn, Chief Executive Officer of Educate 
Africa is pictured receiving a check from FPCUG President 
Patty Davis.  Mr. Desalegn spoke to the FPCUG about his 
recent trip to war-torn Ethiopia and Educate Africa’s efforts 
to provide computers to schools there.  Last year, the 
FPCUG provided Mr. Desalegn a grant to refurbish and 
ship computers to Wollo University in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, one of many institutions looted during the war 
between the Ethiopian government and rebel forces. 

mailto:/fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
mailto:bod@fpcug.org
http://educateafricaweb.org/
http://educateafricaweb.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
https://fpcug.org/
https://fredericksburg.com/news/local/stafford-man-works-to-get-used-computers-to-schools-in-ethiopia/article_b552c2d6-69ba-5cec-876c-ed9d1da00690.html
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A NUMBERS ROW ON YOUR ANDROID PHONE’S KEYBOARD 
I found a “quick tech tip” at Rick’s Tech Tips to be extremely useful.  I do a lot of typing on 
my Android phone and it’s painful to press the ?123 icon whenever I need to type a 
number.  Rick Rouse says, “…there’s a setting you can change that will place a numbers 
row directly above the letters on the letters panel.” 
 
1 – Open any app that you can type in and tap inside 
any input box to launch the Gboard onscreen keyboard. 
2 – Tap the “gear” shaped Settings icon at the top of the 
keyboard. 
3 – Tap Preferences. 
4 – Toggle the “Number row” setting to On. 
5 – Tap the left arrow a couple of times to back out of the 
Settings screens. 
If you use a third-party Android keyboard, check the 
settings for a number row that you can enable.  

 

FIXING A NASTY COMPUTER HACK 
By David Kretchmar, Hardware Technician, Sun City Summerlin Computer Club  
https://www.scscc.club  or dkretch (at) gmail.com 
 
I recently completed a repair on a club member’s computer after he allowed a “helpful” technical 
representative, probably from the other side of the world, to remotely access his computer. Unfortunately, the 
victim in this case apparently failed to read or heed my article in the November 2021 Gigabyte Gazette 
(https://www.scscc.club/Gigabyte/gg_2021-11Nov.pdf) warning that these types of scams were becoming 
increasingly prevalent. 
 

The “bait” in this instance was an official-looking email, supposedly from Cox, stating that the 
victim had been substantially overcharged on his Cox bill and he was due a refund of $400. 
The victim telephoned the scammer using the phone number in the email. Next, he went 
online and downloaded and installed remote access software at her instruction. He then 
allowed the purported technical representative to initiate a remote access session and log into 
his system. The victim began to feel uneasy when he saw that things were being done on his 
computer that had nothing to do with Cox. He finally became alarmed and hung up on the 
scammer when she asked for his bank account information “to process his refund.” 

 
Unfortunately, this victim did not immediately shut off his computer, so the scammer could continue to mess 
with his system remotely, I suppose as a departing coup de grace for a failed scam. The victim could no longer 
access his computer, which displayed the Windows 11 “Gray screen of death” right after he entered his PIN 
during login. Microsoft has finally replaced its famous “Blue screen of death,” which provided a bit of mostly 
useless information, with a “Gray screen of death,” which provides no information. 
 
The victim, who runs an online business, called me in a panic. This was especially interesting to me since I 
have had minimal experience working with pooched Windows 11 machines. I was curious to see if there was a 
substantial difference in addressing issues in Windows 11 versus Windows 10 (there was not, at least for this 
user’s issue). 

Editor’s note – Do not allow anyone you do not know to be legitimate, remote access to your PC.  Microsoft, 
Apple, and other software developers do not call customers.  Just hang up! 

https://www.ricksdailytips.com/january-16-2023/
https://www.scscc.club/
https://www.scscc.club/Gigabyte/gg_2021-11Nov.pdf
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I researched the gray screen issue online and did not find much helpful information. Many writers suggested 
the problem was bad video drivers or a bad hardware connection. I knew there was no physical issue since the 
miscreant obviously never had physically assessed the victim’s computer. And I doubted the graphics card 
drivers were the problem since messing with them would cause an immediate catastrophic system failure, 
even if it could be done remotely on the fly. After providing answers that did not solve the issue, many sites did 
offer to sell me their software, which they said would fix the problem. No thanks. 
 
I finally decided to approach the Windows 11 system the way I would Windows 10. Getting past the gray 
screen of death was straightforward; I booted into Safe mode and repaired the Windows startup. When I finally 
got into the victim’s computer, I removed the remote access software. Then I did a system refresh, keeping all 
of his original data files and programs but replacing all of the system files. I wanted to assure the club member 
that there were no nasty surprises on his system due to his encounter with the scammer. 
 
Yet when I could finally boot to the victim’s desktop, I saw something very strange. The victim’s desktop icons, 

files, and folders had disappeared. I considered that the scammer could 
have put the victim’s computer in tablet mode, which messes up the 
desktop. I learned that Windows 11 does not have a dedicated tablet 
mode. Again, an online search for the problem was mostly useless. Most 
writers suggested going to Personalize themes, Icons and checking the 
icons I wanted to appear on the desktop. This did not address the issue of 
nothing showing on the desktop, files, folders, and icons. Naturally, many 
of those offering useless advice online had a software package to sell, 
which they assured would fix any problems. Again, no thanks. 

 
I found an article that suggested I right-click on the desktop, left-click on View (#1), then make sure “Show 

desktop icons” was checked (#2). Yes, that sneaky scammer had hidden 
everything on the victim’s desktop with three clicks of her mouse. However, 
when I left mouse clicked on “Show desktop icons,” the victim’s desktop 
appeared normally. This was the first time I had seen a scammer throw two 
problems onto a victim’s computer. 
 
When contacted, a scammer will often state that to help you, they must 
remotely access your system. They will try to get you to download remote 

access software that will give the scammer access to your computer. Just say NO! There are few legitimate 
reasons someone needs to access your computer to provide assistance.   
 
I mentally divide computer hacks/scams into two categories: tarantulas and scorpions. Tarantulas are big and 
scary looking, yet their bite is virtually harmless to humans. The most dangerous scorpions are the tiny ones 
you are likely not to see until they have stung you, and they can send you to the emergency room or at least to 
bed for a day or two. The unfortunate victim in this story ran into a scorpion that stung him twice. The sting 
would have been even worse had he allowed them access to his bank account. 
 
THE SYSTEM SOURCE COMPUTER MUSEUM 
I’ve mentioned in the past that I pay for a subscription to the AskWoody.com Plus 
Newsletter.  The AskWoody Newsletter is the successor to the Windows Secrets 
Newsletter which was discontinued in 2019.  The free edition is great but the paid (i.e., 
Plus) edition is even better.  Will Fastie, Editor in Chief of the AskWoody Newsletter 
penned an eye-opening article in the February 6th edition of the Newsletter titled, “Lunch 
with Brian.”  Lunch with Brian was lunch with Brian Livingston, a columnist for 
AskWoody.com, a 12-year contributing editor at InfoWorld, and the co-founder of the 
Windows Secrets Newsletter, serving as editor from 2004 through 2010.  Mr. Fastie also 
invited Professor Max Oppenheimer, Esq., another AskWoody.com contributor, and Bob 
Roswell, co-owner of System Source, formerly a ComputerLand franchise in Hunt Valley 

https://www.askwoody.com/newsletter/how-to-fix-file-explorer-folder-views-in-windows-10-and-11/
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Maryland.  Mr. Roswell was invited as the curator of the Computer Museum @ System 
Source.  He has been collecting computers and computer peripherals for 40 years. 
He repurposed his collection into a museum.  Lunch was followed by a tour of the 
museum.  Mr. Fastie reports that the museum is a good one.  It’s located to our north at 
338 Clubhouse Rd., Hunt Valley, MD 21031.  Based on the virtual tour on their website,  
I agree with Mr. Fastie.  I intend to make time to visit the museum this summer. 
 
THE US SUPREME COURT – LIABILITY FOR ONLINE SPEECH 
Both sides of the political spectrum (i.e., Democrats and Republicans) want to increase 
government control of online speech for different reasons.  Democrats want to revise or 
repeal 47 U.S. Code Section 230 to pressure internet content providers to restrict speech 
they deem to be wrong or harmful.  Republicans want to repeal Section 230 as a 
disincentive to unfair conservative content moderation.  The repeal would open content 
providers to potential litigation similar to newspapers, magazines, and broadcast 
companies.  Two cases will soon be argued before the Supreme Court that could result in 
stricter regulation of online speech.  The Supreme Court wants to determine whether 
YouTube, which is owned by Google or Twitter aided and abetted terrorism.  According to 
Wikipedia, Gonzalez v. Google LLC “…deals with the question of whether or not 
recommender systems are covered by liability exemptions under Section 230 of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 for Internet service providers, in dealing with terrorism-
related content posted by users and hosted on their servers.”  Twitter, Inc. v. Taamneh 
“…considers whether Internet service providers are liable for terrorism-related content 
posted by users under the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996.”  Section 
230 provides immunity from liability for social media companies hosting or recommending 
terrorist content.  If the Supreme Court decides that more content moderation is needed, 
better algorithms and more employees will be needed to review the hundreds of 
thousands of content hours that, for example, YouTube receives each day.  Rather than 
freeing online speech, repealing Section 230 will give the government more control. 
 
INSTALL LINUX ON A MAC OR MACBOOK 
I was recently asked if I could install Linux on a 10-year-old MacBook Pro laptop.  The 
laptop I said sure but I asked to do some research before the client delivered the laptop to 
my home.  There are quite a few how-to articles and YouTube videos on the subject.  
Many of them address dual-booting to both iOS and Linux or running Linux from within a 
VirtualBox.  VirtualBox is an Oracle Corporation open-source product.  Some Linux 
distributions work better with Apple hardware than others.  If your Apple product has an 
Intel processor, you can use just about any version of Linux you want.  If you have no 
experience with Linux, consider installing Ubuntu.  A list of commonly used Linux 
distributions and their advantages follows from author Zeeman Memon at linuxhint. 
 

- Ubuntu: One of the most popular operating systems based on Debian. It is great for 
newcomers and offers a visual environment that is similar to macOS. 
- Linux Mint: Released in 2006, Linux Mint is more Windows-like in terms of appearance 
and comes in with a range of options (Cinnamon, Mate, etc.) for users to choose from. 

https://museum.syssrc.com/
https://museum.syssrc.com/
https://museum.syssrc.com/tour/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gonzalez_v._Google_LLC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recommender_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twitter,_Inc._v._Taamneh
https://linuxhint.com/install_linux_on_mac/
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- Debian: This is perfect for people working in the networking sector. Although Debian is a 
little complicated to set up and use, it offers more features than Ubuntu and Mint. Overall, 
it’s perfect for someone that has experience with using Linux. 
- Fedora Linux: This distro is based on various packages such as DNF, RPM, and 
GNOME. It is not recommended for beginners because of the complex work environment. 
However, advanced users can make the most out of this, as Fedora is the first out of all 
Linux distributions to receive gnome-shell updates. 
 

Become familiar with the Linux distribution you intend to install.  Linux users are prolific 
and if you don’t find an online guide, you are likely to find reviews or YouTube videos. 
I installed a Debian-based distribution of Linux called Q4OS on the MacBook Pro laptop 
that I was provided.  The Q4OS menu and desktop are user-friendly and intuitive for 
someone used to the Windows Operating System (OS).  According to the Q4OS website, 
Q4OS is lean and fast.  It’s rock stable.  It offers two desktop options and several desktop 
themes that can be changed if you don’t like its look and feel.  The Plasma desktop looks 
and performs great with 4GB of RAM.  The Trinity Desktop can be installed and 
configured to run on legacy systems with older processors and less memory.  You can 
also install Q4OS from a setup file within the Windows environment.  The Plasma desktop 
looks and feels a lot like Windows XP.  The installation advice that follows assumes that 
you intend to overwrite the Apple iOS with one of the variations of Ubuntu.  You can install 
via a 4GB (or larger) flash drive or via a bootable DVD that can be created from an image 
(i.e., an ISO file) you download from the distributor’s (e.g., Ubuntu Mate) website.  Flash 
drive Installation instructions for Ubuntu can be found here.  Installing via a flash drive 
requires several steps: you have to download Rufus, a free and open-source USB flash 
drive writing tool, download the image file for the Linux distribution you intend to install, 
then write the image file to the USB flash drive using Rufus.  You then have to hold the 
Option key on your Mac while starting the computer, select the EFI Boot Option (i.e., the 
USB flash drive), and follow the installation instructions.  Installation via a DVD is similar 
except that a third-party DVD writing tool is not necessary.  Download the image file for 
the distribution you wish to install and then insert a blank DVD into the DVD slot.  wikiHow 
describes the image burning process:   

• Windows 7, 8, and 10 - Right-click on the ISO file and select "Burn to disc". This will 
open the Windows Disc Image Burner utility. 

• OS X - Launch the Disk Utility program, which you can find in the Utilities folder. 
Drag your ISO file into the left frame of the Disk Utility window 

Now that you have created the installation DVD, hold the Option key on your Mac while 
starting the computer, select the EFI Boot Option (i.e., the DVD drive), and follow the 
installation instructions.  You can select “Try Ubuntu” to preview Linux without making any 
changes to your PC.  Returning to the installer menu is as simple as clicking the Install 
Ubuntu shortcut on the desktop.  If you are sure that you want to erase your hard drive 
and proceed with the installation, select Install Ubuntu.  It is also helpful to connect the 
Mac or MacBook to the internet.  Be prepared to connect wirelessly if you are unable to 
connect to the internet via an Ethernet cable.  It’s helpful to update Linux and you may 
wish to install additional programs after the Ubuntu installation is complete.  Detailed 
Ubuntu installation instructions can be found on the Ubuntu website or YouTube.   

https://q4os.org/dqa015.html
https://ubuntu.com/desktop/flavours
https://ubuntu-mate.org/
https://ubuntu.com/tutorials/create-a-usb-stick-on-windows#1-overview
https://rufus.ie/
https://www.wikihow.com/Burn-a-DVD
https://ubuntu.com/tutorials/install-ubuntu-desktop#1-overview
https://youtu.be/oNEwEQ0uU1Y
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THE BLUE LIGHT FALACY? 
I recently purchased new eyeglasses and I was offered blue light filtering.  The 
technologist asked if I spend a lot of time viewing screens.  I replied that I spend most of 
my time in front of computers, phones, and television screens.  It is thought that blue light 
interferes with your sleep because exposure slows the secretion of melatonin, a hormone 
that helps us sleep.  Therefore, I gladly purchased the blue light filtering.  However, I wish 
I had read Joe Fedewa’s article in How-To Geek, “Blue Light Is Not as Bad as You Think” 
before I paid for lenses with a blue light filter coating.  I could have saved $50.   
How is blue light different from other colors?  
Blue light has a shorter wavelength than other 
colors of the visible spectrum.  The shorter the 
wavelength; the higher the energy or penetrating 
power.  Our eyes cannot effectively filter out blue 
light and we are exposed to lots of it.  Blue light 
filtering for eyeglass lenses is simply a color 
coating that is transparent for most colors but 
nearly opaque for blue light.  We know that 
exposure to blue light can reduce melatonin levels.  We also know from personal 
experience that blue light can be harsh.  Have you noticed (i.e., been blinded by) the blue 
tint of modern car headlights or picked up your phone from a sound sleep in a dark room?  
Recent studies of blue light effects show no evidence of eye damage or eye strain.   The 
American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) reports, “There is no scientific evidence that 
the light coming from computer screens is damaging to the eyes.  Because of this, the 
Academy does not recommend any special eyewear for computer use.”  So what about 
the effect that blue light has on melatonin production?  A 2019 study in Chronobiology 
International states that “Melatonin levels remained maximally suppressed for about 15 
min after cessation of the exposure and thereafter recovered in about 15 min.”  The blue 

light filtering myth will be hard to dispel.  Both brick-
and-mortar and online stores sell dozens of brands of 
glasses that praise the benefits of blue light-blocking 
and warn of the harm that blue light exposure may 
cause.  According to the AAO, the best advice 
regarding eye strain is to “Take regular breaks using 
the ‘20-20-20’ rule: every 20 minutes, shift your eyes to 
look at an object at least 20 feet away, for at least 20 
seconds.”  All wavelengths of visible light can affect 
melatonin levels.  However, blue light is especially 
good at suppressing melatonin production.  For a 
better night’s sleep, remove blue light and other light 
sources from your bedroom. 

 
  

https://www.howtogeek.com/868773/blue-light-is-not-as-bad-as-you-think/
https://www.ajo.com/article/S0002-9394(21)00072-6/fulltext
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/are-computer-glasses-worth-it
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/07420528.2018.1527773?needAccess=true&role=button
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/07420528.2018.1527773?needAccess=true&role=button
https://study.com/cimages/videopreview/6u9d5napi7.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/81Zi6MoFQiL._AC_SL1500_.jpg
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Photo / Graphic Design of the Month 
 

 
 
 
 

In an epic battle within my entertainment center… 
 

-- Hope (the Cat) Meets Ben Hur -- 
 

 
 

Photo by Frank Fota – 2/13/23, 11:29 PM, Pixel 3 XL (f/1.8 4.44mm, 1/16th sec, ISO-4059) 
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Graphic (Fractal) Design by Cliff Dalseide 
 

-- Four Leaf Clover -- 

  

 
  

"A good friend is like a four-leaf clover, hard to find and lucky to have." -- Marjorie Chamberlain 
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EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY  
Paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca 
Coe and historical data from the websites http://www.computerhope.com/history/, 
http://www.historyorb.com/, and http://computerhistory.org/. 
 
-- Mar 1 -- 
Steve Wozniak completed the basic 
design for the circuit board of a 
(relatively) easy-to-use personal 
computer (1976).  The next day he 
showed it to the Homebrew Computer 
Club, which Steve Jobs attended.  
Jobs realized the potential and 
convinced Wozniak not to give away 
the schematics but instead produce 
printed circuit boards to sell.  The two Steves formed the company Apple, and Wozniak’s 
design became the basis of the Apple-I computer.  The rest, as they say, is history. 
 
-- Mar 1 -- 

 
AOL discontinued support for the Netscape browser on March 1, 2008. 
 

 
-- Mar 1 -- 
The first LISP Programmer's Manual was released on March 1, 1960.  Considered the 
mother tongue of Artificial Intelligence (AI), LISP is older than most other high-level 
languages still in use today. John McCarthy created the recursive and symbolic language. 
 
-- Mar 2 -- 
Formerly, Jerry’s guide to the World Wide Web (aka David and 
Jerry’s Guide), Yahoo! was incorporated on March 2, 1995, by Jerry 
Yang and David Filo, electrical engineering graduates from Stanford. 
 
-- Mar 3 -- 

On March 3, 1975, the Homebrew Computer Club 
held its first meeting in a garage in Menlo Park, 
California.  Founders Fred Moore and Gordon 
French hosted ~30 microcomputer hobbyists, who 
discussed the Altair, a computer that could be built 
at home from a kit. The club and others like it 
increased the popularity of the personal computer. 

 

http://www.iceni.com/blog/events-in-computing-history-%e2%80%93-september/
http://www.computerhope.com/history/
http://www.historyorb.com/
http://computerhistory.org/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.outsidethebeltway.com/new-vulnerability-affects-all-versions-of-internet-explorer/&psig=AFQjCNGoGEPCg5I-BnBpyCbLRYPAylcEkA&ust=1456096312563553
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/ad/Yahoo_Logo.svg/800px-Yahoo_Logo.svg.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/Apple_1_Advertisement_Oct_1976.jpg
https://www.livingcomputers.org/getattachment/947b43c2-45b6-4c2f-ba89-e18a0b05b445/attachment.aspx


10 

-- Mar 3 -- 
On March 3, 2003, the US Supreme court ruled that sex offenders’ 
information and pictures can be posted online. 
 
-- Mar 3 -- 

 
Magnavox obtained exclusive licensing of television video game 
technology from Sanders Associates (1971).  The first home 
video game console, the Odyssey, was developed at Sanders 
by a team headed by Ralph Baer. 
 
 
 

 

-- Mar 4 -- 
The first Cray-1 supercomputer was shipped to the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico (1977).  This 
supercomputer, which cost nineteen million dollars, was used 
to design sophisticated weapons systems.  The system is a 
cylindrical tower seven feet tall, nine feet in diameter, and 
weighing about 5.5 tons.  The machine produced so much 
heat that it required a built-in freon-based refrigeration system.  
It required a dedicated electrical substation to power it, at a 
cost of about US$35,000 a month. 
 
-- Mar 5 -- 

In an early demonstration of the impact that computers could have on 
people's lives, the Los Angeles Times reported that a blind student 
was taking advantage of a talking Toshiba T1000 laptop computer to 
help him complete courses necessary to graduate from UCLA (1996).  
After 15 years of going to college on and off, the computer provided 
Robert Antunez with the independence and aid he needed to 
complete a bachelor's degree in political science. 
 

-- Mar 6 -- 
The Michelangelo boot-sector computer virus began to affect computers on March 6, 
1992.  Boot-sector viruses overwrite the section of the hard drive essential for locating 
data.  Although few computers were affected, publicity caused panic among IM/IT 
professionals and PC users. 
 
-- Mar 6 -- 
Santa Cruz Operation (SCO) filed a $1 billion lawsuit against IBM on March 6, 2003, for 
allegedly devaluing its version of UNIX by contributing its property to Linux. 
 
-- Mar 7 -- 
Intel released the second generation of Intel Pentium processors (1994). 

http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/544px-Cray-1-deutsches-museum-272x300.jpg
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/magnavox-odyssey-300x225.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/18/Intel_Pentium_MMX_166_PGA_Front.jpg
https://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/march-5-yoshibat1000.JPG?w=600
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-- Mar 8 -- 
IBM introduced the IBM Personal Computer XT, which stands 
for eXtended Technology (1983).  For a price of $4,995, it 
features an Intel 8088 processor, a 10MB hard drive, eight 
expansion slots, a serial port, 128 kB RAM, 40Kb ROM, a 
keyboard, and one double-sided 360kB floppy drive. 
 
-- Mar 8 -- 
 
 
MIT introduced the Whirlwind machine, the 
first digital computer with magnetic core RAM 
and real-time graphics on March 8, 1955.  
The Whirlwind influenced the design of 
computers developed in the 1960s. 
 
 
-- Mar 8 -- 

 
 
The IBM XT was first introduced (1983). 
 
 
 
 

-- Mar 9 -- 
Vice President Al Gore gives an interview on CNN’s Late Edition (1999) in 
which he states, “During my service in the United States Congress, I took the 
initiative in creating the Internet. I took the initiative in moving forward a whole 
range of initiatives that have proven to be important to our country’s economic 
growth and environmental protection, improvements in our educational 
system.” This statement is widely misquoted as “I invented the Internet.” 
 
-- Mar 9 -- 

Google announced the acquisition of Writely, which brings the beginning of 
Google Docs, Google Sheets, Google Slides, and Google Drive (2006). 

 
 
-- Mar 10 -- 
 
Scottish-Canadian-American Alexander Graham Bell made the 
first phone call to his assistant, Mr. Watson, which is considered 
the first phone call in history: “Mr. Watson come here I want you” 
(1876). 
 

http://history-computer.com/ModernComputer/Electronic/Images/whirlwind1.jpg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.glogster.com/alleexx/historic-inventions-project/g-6lrqog87iev88plim5tsga0&psig=AFQjCNGzopmak7a8-mJGiGGLtlTf3CxgYQ&ust=1456098936263414
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/pc-xt.jpeg
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/algore.jpeg
https://www.computerhope.com/history/google.jpg
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-- Mar 10 -- 
Netscape Communications Corp. announced a third generation of its World 
Wide Web browser software to compete with Microsoft Corp (1997).  The new 
software focused on extranets or private Internet connections between 
companies.  The competition between the two companies has increased 
since then, culminating in a mandate by a federal judge that Microsoft makes 
its Windows operating system available without the Internet Explorer browser. 
 

 
-- Mar 11 -- 
Foursquare launched its mobile application at the South by 
Southwest® conference in Austin, TX (2009).  Foursquare is 
a smartphone app that lets you tell friends where you are. 
 

-- Mar 12 -- 
The Hulu website was released to the public on March 12, 2008. 
 
-- Mar 12 -- 

Google announced it discontinued Google Code and moves thousands of 
open-source projects to GitHub (2015). 

 
 
-- Mar 13 -- 
Ten years after the company’s founding, Microsoft Corporation stock 
went public at $21 per share (1986).  The stock, which eventually 
closed at $27.75 a share, peaked at $29.25 a share shortly after the 
opening.  It is said that the rising value of Microsoft stock has made an 
estimated 4 billionaires and 12,000 millionaires of Microsoft employees. 
 
-- Mar 13 -- 

 
Mozilla was initially formed by Netscape (1998). 
 

 
 
-- Mar 14 -- 
AT&T Bell Laboratories announced the completion of the first 
fully transistorized computer, TRADIC (1955).  TRADIC, which 
stood for TRAnsistor DIgital Computer, contained nearly 800 
transistors, which replaced the standard vacuum tube and 
allowed the machine to operate using less than 100 watts; one-
twentieth the power of a comparable vacuum tube computer. 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB-uKdxofLAhWMGj4KHYrLB-sQjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hulu_logo.svg&psig=AFQjCNGdGF2i_6O3afFRtqCv5jbpS-DJRg&ust=1456099161791705
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/microsoftipo.jpeg
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/1955tradic_thumb-233x300.gif
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Foursquare_logo.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5c/Mozilla_dinosaur_head_logo.png/1280px-Mozilla_dinosaur_head_logo.png
https://www.macintoshrepository.org/2712-netscape-navigator-3-x-standard-gold-edition-
https://www.computerhope.com/history/google.jpg
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-- Mar 14 -- 
 
Microsoft released Internet Explorer 9 on March 14, 2011. 
 

 
-- Mar 15 -- 
The first Internet domain “symbolics.com” was registered by 
Symbolics, a Massachusetts computer company (1985). 
 
-- Mar 15 --  

 
Microsoft discontinued Messenger in favor of Skype (2013). 
 

 
-- Mar 16 -- 
The National Science Foundation 
announced it would extend its 
network with a high-speed data link to 
Europe (1990). Five years earlier, the 
Internet in its modern form had 
started to develop rapidly thanks to 
the formation of the NSFNET, which 
linked five supercomputer centers in 
the United States. Later in 1990, 
Europe contributed to the growth of 
the Internet when CERN's Tim 
Berners-Lee developed HTML, the 
language used for the World Wide Web. 
 
-- Mar 16 -- 

The popular massively multiplayer role-playing game (MMORPG) 
EverQuest (EQ) was released on March 16, 1999. 
 

-- Mar 18 -- 
Panasonic was founded on March 18, 1918. 
 
-- Mar 18 -- 

 
Microsoft released Internet Explorer 5.0 on March 18, 1999. 
 
 

-- Mar 19 -- 
The domain ibm.com was placed online on March 19, 1986. 
 

http://vignette3.wikia.nocookie.net/everquestnext/images/9/9a/Everquest-1-logo.png/revision/20131027163002
http://vignette2.wikia.nocookie.net/logopedia/images/0/03/Internet_Explorer_5_logo.png/revision/latest?cb=20151208214037
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/IBM_logo_in.jpg
https://www.pixellogo.com/sites/www.pixellogo.com/files/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/IE9logoDesign.jpg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0goeex4fLAhUMPD4KHdNZA-kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dnjournal.com/archive/lowdown/2009/dailyposts/20090826.htm&psig=AFQjCNGDurqZOtNONprv8q23Dzf-EEcZPg&ust=1456099408607300
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8e/Panasonic_logo_(Blue).svg/2000px-Panasonic_logo_(Blue).svg.png&imgrefurl=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Panasonic_logo_(Blue).svg&h=473&w=2000&tbnid=2GJu4i7XA2iaPM:&docid=CdOfM-mhprvY-M&ei=DQDJVtu0OMLl-AHJzYfIDg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwib79GoyIfLAhXCMj4KHcnmAekQMwgyKAAwAA
https://static.wikia.nocookie.net/logopedia/images/b/be/MSN_Messenger_Service.png/revision/latest/scale-to-width-down/223?cb=20190130195735
https://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/march-16-europe.jpg?w=600
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-- Mar 19 -- 
Microsoft released Internet Explorer 8 on March 19, 2009. 
 
-- Mar 19 -- 

 
Android Auto was released. 
 

-- Mar 21 -- 
Jack Dorsey, the founder of Twitter posted the first Twitter post "Just 
setting up my twttr" on his account on March 21, 2006. 
 
-- Mar 22 -- 

 
 

The first Intel Pentium CPU was introduced on March 22, 1993. 
 
 
 

 
-- Mar 22 -- 
Intel released the 5th generation Pentium CPU in 1993.  Originally known 
as the i586, Intel was unable to trademark this name (i.e., number).  The 
Pentium name was created by Lexicon Branding, a marketing company 
known for the Apple PowerBook and Blackberry.  Intel trademarked and 
so effectively marketed the Pentium, that years later, Intel’s CEO noted 
that “Pentium” had become a more recognized brand than Intel itself. 
 
-- Mar 24 -- 
 
The Mac OS X desktop version known as Cheetah was 
released on March 24, 2001, replacing Mac OS 9. 
 
-- Mar 25 -- 

 
 
On March 25, 1857, Frenchman Edouard-Leon Scott de 
Martinville patented the phonautograph.  The phonautograph 
transcribed sound to a medium. 
 
 
 

http://appsonpc.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/ie8-logo.png
http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=27&opciondownload=6&id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy52ZWN0ZWV6eS5jb20vd2ViLWVsZW1lbnRzLzUyMTM5LXR3aXR0ZXItdmVjdG9y&fileid=684046
http://cdn.cpu-world.com/CPUs/Pentium/S_Intel-A80501-60.jpg
http://www.iceni.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/intel.jpg
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.timetoast.com/public/uploads/photo/2865216/image/955a4cc82a1bde9976ddfff079c75cd5
http://www.macsessed.com/postpics/birthday-osx.jpg
https://cdn0.tnwcdn.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2020/08/android-auto-google-icon-600x420.png
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-- Mar 25 -- 
The world’s first Wiki, WikiWikiWeb 
was created as Ward Cunningham 
invited people to add and edit content 
(1995).  A Wiki is a database that can 
be a community collaboration.   
Mr. Cunningham said that the 
inspiration for the name Wiki came 
from the free Wiki-Wiki Shuttle bus he 
used at the Honolulu Airport during a 
trip to Hawaii.  Six years later, 
Wikipedia was launched, although 
Mr. Cunningham had no official 
involvement. 
 
-- Mar 25 -- 

 
 
Microsoft released Excel 4.0 (1994). It included an Easter egg 
animation of the Excel logo crushing the numbers 1-2-3. 
 
 

 

-- Mar 25 -- 

 
 
The movie Twister becomes the first featured film put on DVD (1996). 
 

-- Mar 26 -- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 26, 1999, the Melissa virus spread around the globe 
over e-mail in hours and became one of the fastest spreading 
viruses in history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://tesl-ej.org/ej44/m1pix/m1fig4.jpg
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/0329melissa.gif
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/_BMeOJRvDVG0/Sbk0TpWG_SI/AAAAAAAAAB4/qF27x6h0y3I/s1600-h/Eeg-excel+4.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/51GW5RZP9SL.jpg
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-- Mar 27 -- 
The First Annual World Altair Computer Convention 
(WACC) and the first convention of computer hobbyists 
were held in New Mexico (1976).  Twenty-year-old Bill 
Gates gave the opening address. 
 
 
-- Mar 27 -- 

 
 
AMD introduces the K5 processor (1996). 
 
 

 
-- Mar 27 -- 
AMD releases the first Phenom X3 processor (2008).  
 

-- Mar 28 -- 
 
The domain Facebook.com was placed online on March 28, 1997. 
 
-- Mar 29 -- 
Radio Shack introduced the TRS-80 Model 100, one of the first 
portable computers in a notebook-style form factor (1983).  The 
portability, simplicity, and built-in modem made it popular with 
journalists who could write stories in the field and transmit them 
back to their offices. 
 
-- Mar 29 -- 

 
Microsoft created a hardware and peripheral division (1984). 
 

-- Mar 30 -- 
 
The first commercial computer, UNIVAC, was received 
by the US Census Bureau (1951).  Interestingly enough, 
the Census Bureau had driven the development of 
devices that eventually led to computers since the 1890s 
and Herman Hollerith’s Punch Card Calculator. 
 
 
 
-- Mar 31 -- 

Quantum sold its hard drive business to Maxtor (2001). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNIVAC_I
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/2011/01/08/punched-card-calculator-patented/
https://dayintechhistory.com/dith/march-26-1976-altair-computer-convention/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c2/F_icon.svg/2000px-F_icon.svg.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/63/Quantum_Corporation_logo.svg/2000px-Quantum_Corporation_logo.svg.png
http://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/trs80-100-300x259.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/1951_univac_large-300x227.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AMD_K5_PR166_Front.jpg
https://inkbotdesign.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/microsoft-logo-blibbet.jpg
https://i.ebayimg.com/images/g/I9oAAOSw1AVcnl0c/s-l500.jpg
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-- Mar 31 -- 
On March 31, 2008, Dan Kaminsky, 
a computer security specialist for the 
firm IOActive, announced he had 
contacted Microsoft over a flaw in 
the DNS naming system (i.e., the 
Conficker computer worm).  The 
worm created an international state 
of anxiety because it contained 
instructions for infected computers 
to contact a control system, 
somewhere in cyberspace, on  
April 1 for “instructions.”  Many 
thought the malware to be a crude 
April Fools’ joke.  Dan Kaminsky and 
his colleagues developed a detection tool that would show computer network operators if 
their systems had been infected.  No real damage was noted from the Conficker computer 
worm, but between 3 and 15 million computers were believed to have been infected. 
 
-- Mar 31 -- 
World Backup Day is introduced as a reminder for people to not be a fool on April 1st and backup 
their data (2007). 

  

https://www.vhv.rs/viewpic/hwwixoo_computer-virus-duplicates-and-infects-other-devices-hd/
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Who's Who in the FPCUG 
 

Officers 
Office Name * Email Address 

President Patrice Davis president@fpcug.org 
Vice President Bill Farr vicepresident@fpcug.org 
Secretary Frank Fota secretary@fpcug.org 
Treasurer Rick Neil treasurer@fpcug.org 

 
Directors and Trustees 

Office Name * Email Address 

Directors Josh Cockey directors@fpcug.org 
 Ed Alexander  
 -- Vacant --  
Trustees Jon Beckett trustees@fpcug.org 
 -- Vacant --  

 Johnny Creech 
“Agent of Record” 

 

 
Chairmen & Representatives 

Office Name * Email Address 

APCUG Representative Frank Fota apcug_rep@fpcug.org 
Newsletter Editor Frank Fota newsletter@fpcug.org 
Webmaster Josh Cockey webmaster@fpcug.org 
Publicity Representative -- Vacant --  

 
Special Interest Workshop Leaders 

Workshop Leader * Email Address 
Open-Source Software Canceled indefinitely Request Info. 
   

 
 

* NOTE:  If you do not receive a response to an email message sent to one of the FPCUG 
officers (or group of officers) above, feel free to contact me at fotafm@gmail.com and I will 
forward the email as appropriate. 
 
 

FPCUG Facebook Page         FPCUG Meetup Page
  

NEED COMPUTER HARDWARE/SOFTWARE HELP? 
Post your questions on the email communications platform FPCUG-Helpdesk@groups.io 

http://www.fpcug.org/fb-whos.php
mailto:president@fpcug.org
mailto:vicepresident@fpcug.org
mailto:secretary@fpcug.org
mailto:treasurer@fpcug.org
mailto:directors@fpcug.org
mailto:trustees%20@fpcug.org
mailto:apcug_rep@fpcug.org
mailto:newsletter@fpcug.org
mailto:webmaster@fpcug.org
mailto:fotafm@gmail.com
mailto:fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
mailto:FPCUG-Helpdesk@groups.io

